
 

 

CRJC Mount Ascutney Local River Subcommittee 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017  

Windsor Welcome Center 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Present: 

Judy Howland, Hartland 

Matthew Magnifico, Windsor 

Nancy Heatley, Weathersfield 

Bill Manner, Springfield 

Kelly Stettner, Springfield 

Tara Bamford, CRJC, staff 

Jim McClammer, CRJC 

1. The meeting was called to order by Nancy Heatley, Chair, at 7:05 PM and introductions made. 

2. The minutes of May 9, 2017 were approved as presented by motion of Stettner/Howland. 

 

3. Permit Reviews- 

Jim McClammer discussed the NHDOT plans to rebuild NH 12 from S. Charlestown to N. Walpole and 

his concerns about the project which he explained are mainly water quality and the scenic byway. He 

said there will be about $1.25 mil in the ARM fund that NHDOT wants to give to Walpole and 

Charlestown. It could be used to culvert replacements or land purchases for example. Jim explained 

that the NHDOT will need to obtain a permit from the Corps of Engineers as well as 401 water quality 

and shoreland from NHDES. He said with the ACOE permit they won’t need  an Alternation of Terrain 

permit.  Jim raised the issue of the change in the plans from 12 foot lanes to 11 foot. Tara asked 

whether someone had objected to the 12 foot lanes, were they being reduced to compensate for not 

having the funds to move it further from the river as initially planned? Would it make sense for the 

Subcommittee to say they are ok with 12 foot lanes if stormwater properly managed? Jim said he 

would be ok with pushing the road further out into the river. There was discussion about the scope of 

Subcommittee review, did it include safety. Jim said he felt the scope was everything. He also 

expressed concern that they were not considering that the FERC permit may mean a changed flow 

regime. The consensus of the Subcommittee members was that the project should have to go under an 

individual permit vs the general permit but to not comment on any of the project specifics at this time. 

 

Putnam Farms wetland permit for seasonal dock at existing grass lane – the impact area is 246 sq. ft. 

This will be covered by the ACOE general permit. There were no concerns about this project. 

 

4. Septic Smart workshop Sept. 23– The Claremont Savings Bank Community Center, aka Rec Center, by 

the middle school & technical school, has been reserved. It will be in the upstairs. Tara will email Jim to 

remind him to ask the EC to pay the $50. The event will be 9:30-12. Nancy reported that someone will 



 

 

be coming from VANR again this year. She has reached out to a couple installers and waiting to hear. If 

no word she can reach out to Tom and Brian again. Tara said she would look through the files to see 

who presented last time it was in N.H. Kelly said she met someone who does septic clean-outs and may 

have contacts. Nancy will reach out to Claremont’s public access cable channel. Kelly will contact SAPA 

and Matt Windsor on air. Nancy will update the flyer.  

In discussing outreach, and the underutilization of the CRJC website, members expressed frustration 

that the subcommittee pages are so out-of-date. Tara explained that there isn’t adequate funding for 

staff to do everything needed. By motion of Magnifico/Stettner it was voted to ask the CRJC EC if the 

Subcommittees can have access to the website to maintain their own pages. Jim said he will bring this 

request to the EC. 

5. Jim gave an update on the dam relicensing. He is chair of the workgroup. He said US Fish & Wildlife will 

decide reasonable flows next. Tara was asked to send out the FERC schedule update when it is 

received. Jim asked for recreation projects from the corridor plan to provide ideas for mitigation. 

Nancy expressed concern that the emphasis on recreation as mitigation was distracting from the 

erosion. Jim said he thought there were some recreation-specific opportunities, such as DOT providing 

an access as part of the Rte 12 project if Great River Hydro were to maintain it. 

6.  Update of Water Resources Plan, focusing on Appendix C Recommendations – Kelly will resend the 

Google Docs link out with instructions. 

(and Appendix F. Local Shoreland & WQ Protection if your town has anything new to report) 

7. Updates- 

a. CRJC  annual meeting was held in June. The staffing contract was renewed for another year. 

b. SWCRPC Clean Water Advisory Committee is working on prioritizing the 100s of projects submitted. 

c. BRAT will give a raingarden presentation on Thursday. Kelly will film it and provide to local access TV. 

Kelly also reported on the new Muckross State Park in Springfield. 

d. Other – Kelly suggested CRJC could benefit from connecting with paddling groups. 

8. Next meeting will be Sept. 12 to plan last details for the septic workshop. Tara will be away so will need 

someone to do minutes.  

  

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 PM. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Tara Bamford. 

 


