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CRJC Headwaters Subcommittee 

Draft Minutes 

Thursday August 21, 2014 

Historic Columbia Town Hall 

 

Present 

Alan Karg, Clarksville 

Bill Schomburg, Columbia 

Ed Mellett, Northumberland 

Tom Caron, Canaan 

Kevin McKinnon, Colebrook 

Brendan Prusik, CRJC 

John Lanier, guest 

Fred Martin, Stratford, guest 

Elizabeth Martin, guest 

Tara Bamford, NCC  

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Chairman Ed Mellet.  
 
The update on Upper Connecticut Fisheries from Coldwater Fisheries Biologist Dianne 
Timmins, NH Fish & Game Department Region 1 was postponed until the next meeting 
as Dianne was unable to make it tonight. 
 
John Lanier reported that he had resigned from the NH Rivers Council as they don’t 
seem to have any interest in this part of the state. 
 
Minutes of May 15, 2014 were discussed but noted voted upon as there was no quorum 
present. No corrections were noted. 
 
The task list was reviewed.  

 Bill and Kevin have not heard anything more from Ben Copans about the water 
quality monitoring. If Ben gets a program going, Bill had offered to test at Lyman 
Falls and Kevin offered to do some testing at Colebrook’s lab.  

 Tara was in touch with Dianne Timmins and Joe Norton about coming to a 
meeting. 

 A letter was sent to DES about the Headwaters Subcommittee’s position that a 
fine should be levied against the railroad and used for a restoration project in the 
region. 

 Per Bill, Ken Hastings doesn’t have the info yet on Cone Brook and Lyman 
Brook.  
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 Kevin reported that the Riverwalk project is progressing nicely though not fully 
funded yet. No follow-up from Ron Rhodes. They applied for Northern Borders 
grant for an ADA boardwalk/trail and parking lot along the Mohawk. 

 Kevin spoke with folks in Pittsburg but no progress on finding another member. 
 

 
Permit Reviews  - Ed received information on three projects, both involving the 
demolition and replacement of old camps on First Lake. One permit was after the fact. 
DES is working to bring it into compliance. The other involves a new camp that is further 
from the lake and higher up. There is a third on Lake Francis in Clarksville but no plans 
were provided. 
 
Tom Caron reported on a meeting about the fishing below the Murphy Dam involving 
business owners, Dianne Timmins, guides, and Joe Norton. There have been concerns 
about large breeding fish being taken that are needed to sustain the fishery. New rules 
are being proposed. From Jan 1 to May 31 would be catch and release, artificial lures, 
barbless. June 1 - Oct 15 would be general rules including worms but 2 fish or 5# limit. 
Oct 15 - Jan 1 would be closed. Dianne wants this in place this fall for next January. 
This would extend to the upstream side of the 114 bridge in West Stewartstown. There 
is some question as to this change being delayed to include it in the next major overhaul 
of the regs for the zone. There was agreement that Fish & Game is starting to have 
more focus on sustainable wild fisheries. 
 
Tara gave an update on the staffing of the committee and explained that it had gone out 
to bid and it was unlikely she would be working with the committee after December. 
 
Brendan Prusik reported on the work of the Upper Connecticut Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area Partnership. They have been focusing on knotweed. 
Knotweed travels by ice, vehicles, water and other mechanical means rather than 
seeds. They have $15k for herbicide application next year. They removed knotweed 
from several sites in Bloomfield, Colebrook, Pittsburg, Clarksville; Colebrook had the 
most. Removal works by starting at the top of the watershed and moving downstream. 
Mowing knotweed spreads it. Needs to be left on the site to desiccate. Roots can 
penetrate concrete. Need to revisit the same site at least twice and then check a third. 
 
Ed reported that Groveton applied to DES for a grant to address the bank erosion that is 
starting to damage the cemetery but they were not successful. $1 million is needed to 
stabilize the bank according to the engineering study. Moving the graves would be cost 
prohibitive. 
 
Ed also mentioned that he has received emails about brown stuff in the river below 
Paris lumber. DES inspectors were going to check on it to see it was farm runoff or 
algae or both. 
 



3 

 

Fred Martin asked if the Subcommittee could write a letter about Northern Pass. It was 
explained that this group has taken a position opposing the project and had asked 
CRJC to do the same. Ed explained that the only buried section in the current proposal 
is in Clarksville, and then it would follow a new ROW to Dummer and then join the 
existing ROW. The EIS is due at the end of this year. The Presidential Permit issued for 
the transmission line under Lake Champlain to the Hudson River listed reasons it is 
better to bury the line. Fred encouraged the group to write a letter favoring one of the 
options. Tara advised the group to wait until the EIS comes out and see what the 
preferred alternative is and then evaluate it relative to the mission of the group. It was 
noted that the first month of operation of the gas pipeline paid for the project.  
 
Bill brought up the issue of railroad cars stored on the tracks that block access to and 
view of the river. Ed Jeffries rents the ROW from NH and then gets paid per car for 
storage. In the past Ed has moved them around when concerns were addressed. Ed M. 
will contact Ed J. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tara Bamford. 


