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Meeting Minutes—September 17, 2012 

Members Present: Marc White, Lynn Bohi, Jim Kennedy, John Mudge, Linda Matteson, Larry Gatto, 

Joan Monroe, Sue MacKenzie, Bill Bridge, Helga Mueller, David Kotz and Rachel Ruppel, staff consult-

ant 

The Subcommittee welcomed Bill Bridge, a new member. Review of minutes was deferred. 

CRJC Commissioners’ Update: Joan reported that she did not seek reappointment for this year, and Aaron 

Simpson has replaced her as UVLSRPC’s representative to the CRJC. Rachel provided a recap of the 

CRJC meeting held earlier that day, which included a presentation about the North Country’s response to 

the proposed Northern Pass project. She added that CRJC has recently recruited several new members, 

including Tara Bamford from Thetford. 

Permit Review:  John Mudge presented on his family agricultural property’s permit to stabilize the river-

bank. He described the erosion of 2 acres of land that has been documented by surveys. He explained that 

this is the third bank stabilization project on the property, and that it will use geotextile fabric to hold the 

soil in place. He has been working with NRCS on this, and reported substantial confusion between NRCS 

and the State about what permits were needed. John reported that the state permit has been granted. The 

Subcommittee discussed the causes of erosion, including alteration of water levels due to dam operations 

and boat wakes, and concluded that there are multiple causes. 

Wilder Dam Relicensing: Rachel noted that TransCanada is holding a public tour of its Wilder Dam facili-

ties on October 1st. She reported that TransCanada has stated that they are planning to file their prelimi-

nary application documents for Wilder, Bellows Falls and Vernon Dams at the end of October, which will 

start the 5-year relicensing process clock. Rachel shared that CRJC will very likely act as an intervenor in 

this process and would like to bring concerns and issues from the Subcommittees; she recommended that 

1-2 Subcommittee members act as point people for this project, to follow the details of the project and co-

ordinate with CRJC’s official spokesperson. Joan referred to the Water Resources Management Plan, 

which identifies several recommendations for Wilder Dam’s relicensing; the Subcommittee discussed that 

this would be a good starting point. Linda nominated Jim as a point person, but a vote was not taken; the 

topic will be taken up again at the next meeting. 

Rachel stated that she will send the real estate agent outreach letter via email for member review. Lynn 

noted that Ottaquechee Natural Resources Conservation District thought this letter was a great idea. 

Rachel reported that CRJC would like to print the 2008 recreation management plans this fiscal year, as 

http://www.crjc.org/


there has never been funding to print these plans. She recommended that members read and review the plans 

(posted online) in advance of the next meeting, so that the Subcommittee can create a 1-2 page foreword that 

provides an update on changes or accomplishments since 2008. 

Rachel reported that she had just received a new permit, but did not have it with her for the meeting. The Sub-

committee discussed that Rachel should post the permit application online, and Subcommittee members can 

either recommend holding a meeting in October or sending minor comments to Rachel. 

Helga shared a positive result from the last meeting— based on Ron Rhodes’ presentation, CT River Water-

shed Council is partnering with Piermont to fix erosion on Eastman Brook. 

The Subcommittee discussed that the online permit application materials is useful, but recommended separat-

ing out the boilerplate parts. 

The Subcommittee discussed the possibility of an educational workshop/field trip on John’s family property to 

review bank stabilization projects. 

Rachel provided a summary of the Shoreland Standards focus group discussion in Lebanon in August. It was 

well-attended (18 participants), and discussion focused a lot on enforcement and the differences between lakes, 

free-flowing rivers and impounded rivers. The New Hampshire Rivers Council plans to develop language for 

amending the law to enact separate standards for rivers, and has lined up a few bill sponsors. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on November 19, 2012. The Subcommittee may call a meet-

ing in October if a timely response is needed for a permit application. 

Respectfully submitted, Rachel Ruppel, Staff Consultant 


