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Purpose of Assessment 

 

ÅUnderstand flooding and erosion 

hazards 

ÅIdentify existing infrastructure at risk 

ÅIdentify areas to avoid in future 

development 

ÅSelect management techniques 

consistent with river processes/evolution 



Dams 





The Worst Flooding and Erosion 

Problems Associated With: 

ÅChannel constrictions 

ÅChannel expansion 

ÅChannel straightening 

ÅTributary confluences 



Channel constrictions 







Channel expansion 



Straightened Channels 



Tributary confluences 





Benefits of Floodplains to Stream 

 

ÅAct as safety valve by reducing velocities 

and the streamôs power to erode 

ÅProvide sediment storage 

ÅReduce flood peaks 

ÅSide channel and wetlands habitat and 

refuge during high flows 



Floodplain encroachments 











Riparian buffers 


